
ANNUAL
REPORT

2022



ABOUT HIGHER HOPES!

Higher Hopes! is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
that serves families with children enrolled in Early
Head Start Child Care Partnership Programs in
Metro-Detroit. We provide a bounty of food in
nutritious, multiple-meal food kits. Our goal is to
inspire independence, relieve food anxiety and
encourage family meals together.
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2022 IMPACT

Because of you, someone will eat today.
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117K

$50K

1K

1K

300

117,000 packages of sliced apples were distributed in
July to all seven Michigan food banks to supplement
summer lunch programs.

$50,000 in gas cards were distributed in November to
help offset the rise in gas prices.

1,000 Thanksgiving meal kits were distributed to 1,000
families, marking the 9th year of this program.

1,000 Labor Day BBQ kits, along with 1,000 hygiene
kits, were distributed at this 2nd annual holiday event.

300 people at Development Center’s Family Fun Day
were treated to a lunch of hot dogs, drinks, chips,
cookies, fruit cups, and yogurt.

12 12 months of  food kit distributions helped to combat
food insecurities in Metro Detroit.



I wanted to take a minute and thank you for the wonderful
donation of single serve apple slices, these will come in
great use for our Children Summer Lunch Feeding program. 
 The donation through the Foodbank Council network will
help feed many children during the summer when school is
out and the school lunch program is not accessible.”
~ Kelly McEvoy, Director of Food Programs
Forgotten Harvest
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TESTIMONIALS
Gleaners has partnered with Higher Hopes since 2016 to
support Head Start Families with supplemental food
assistance and nutrition education. Together we have
worked to not only provide fresh, healthy food, but also the
direct and indirect nutritional education that assists these
families in putting the food to good use. 
~Patrick J Schulte, Chief Development Officer
Gleaners Food Bank

We at Brilliant Detroit are so thankful for this partnership! We were able to
support families at all 14 of our currently operational sites. There are many
great cooks in the Brilliant community who much preferred getting the
ingredients for a meal, rather than a precooked one. The gas cards were also
a huge hit. Transportation can be a challenge for some of our families and
that certainly helped out a lot. On top of that, our volunteers had a great
time packing, passing out the food, and overall contributing to the magic of
the event. We look forward to working with Higher Hopes for years to come!
~Aryeh Perlman, Volunteer Engagement Manager
Brilliant Detroit
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Working with the Gleaners mobile food pantry,
Higher Hopes! sponsored 1,000 monthly meal 
 kits to supplement the diets of food insecure
families in Detroit.

MONTHLY MEAL KITS

With the help of the Food Bank Council of Michigan,
Higher Hopes! purchased and delivered 117,000 bags
of apples to be distributed through the state's food
banks.

SUMMER PROGRAM APPLES

In addition to 1,000 food kits containing
everything for a weekend BBQ, Higher Hopes!
also distributed 1,000 health and hygiene kits to
get kids ready for a great school year.

LABOR DAY BBQ

The 9th annual Thanksgiving program saw 1,000 Detroit  
families receive meal kits as well as $50 gas cards.

"1,000 TURKEYS, 10,000 SMILES"



LOOKING AHEAD
TO 2023
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Restructure our current monthly meal program to
better meet the needs of the community.

Secure funding to continue to provide $50 gas
cards to our Thanksgiving meal recipients.

Partner with other charitable organizations to help
provide additional necessities at our pass outs.

Celebrate our 10th anniversary!



CONTACT US
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THANK YOU
Our work would not be possible without the
help of our many volunteers, donors, and
sponsors. Because of your support we can
continue our fight against food insecurity in
our community. Thank you!

8898 Commerce Rd, Suite 5C
Commerce, MI 48323

248.360.9300

volunteer@higherhopesdetroit.org

www.higherhopesdetroit.org



OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE
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Applebaum Family Foundation, Bruce Stein & Neal Zlenko Philanthropic
Fund, C Sills Fund, Capital Sales Company, Chelsea Milling Company,
Cooper Street Cookies, Costco, D. Dan & Betty Kahn Foundation, Dental
ROI Associates, Eagles For Children, Faith & James Knight Foundation,
Farm Bureau Insurance of Michigan, Franklin Publicity, Gannett
Foundation, Implus, Jeffrey & Jennifer Farber Family Foundation, Kahn
Sovel Mertz Fund, Kirks Natural Soap, Levine & Sons Plumbing, Lormax
Stern Development Co, Mark S. Kahn Family Philanthropic Fund, Meijer,
Merchandise Mecca, Michigan Potatoes, Neal & Esther Zlenko
Philanthropic Fund, Network for Good, Podolsky Family Fund, Robert Half,
Royal Container, Salesforce, Sierra Management, Sigmund & Sophie Rohlik
Foundation, The Doctors Mgt Company, The Thomas Foundation, and
Zoup.

Donations in honor of Dan Abramson, David Sassoon,  Ed, Eli, Evan, and
Levi.

Donations in memory of Anthony Brian Ridings, Bill Cohen for Adam, Billy
Cohen, Craig, Dorothy, Fayclare Blau, Gertrude Federer, Harry Sachsel,
James Smulian, Jo Margery, Joel Hoffman, Maxine Grumet, Michael Moss,
Norma Zelch, Sally Kohlenberg, Sandy Cohen for Andy, Steven's Mom,
Susie Louiso, Toby Aldamt, Tom Robinson, and Vera Sekulov.

Sponsors

Dedications



THANK YOU!
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Jack Abelarde, Daniel & Barbara Abramson, Libby Adler, Soozee Alterman, Anita
Alterman, Lisa Applebaum, Kevin & Greta Archuleta, Thomas & Nancy Aronson, Larry &
Paula Berger, Abra Berkson, Mark Billes, William Birndorf, Howard Birndorf, Susan
Birndorf, Terrie  & Richard Birndorf, Caitlyn Blake, Roselyn Blanck, Mitchell & Michele
Bleznak, Roberta Brandstatter, Beth & Avi Brandvain, Kim & Bob Broner, Christina
Campolo, Linda Charters, Kathi & Rick Cohen, Bernard Cohen, Thomas & Laura Dailey,
Judy & Gene Devore, Jonathan & Julie Dorfman, Zack & Pam Dropkin, Allen & Nanci
Einstein, Michael Eizelman, Neil Fetter and Family, Annie Frank, Jordan Franzblau,
Deborah Franzblau, Hildy Franzblau, Gigi & Sam Fried, Mr. & Mrs Steven Friedman,
Matthew Fuller, Beth Gans, Brian Gehrisch, Dan & Terri St. Germain, Michael Goldberg,
Darcy Goolsby, Sue Gorzynski, Louise Granader, Jeff Grand, Jason  & Robin Greisdorf,
Richard & Jody Grossman, Nancy Hand, David Harting, Elizabeth Healy, Kendal Hefner,
Rolando Hernandez, Janis & Jason Horton, Russell & Rhoda Horton, Linda & Mike
Houbba, Vanessa Jajjo, Al Jean, Scott & Cindy Kallgren, Carol & Dennis Kasle, Ronna
Katzman, Kimberly Kelly Pate, Crystal Kennedy, Steve Kirsch, Mark & Nori Klar,
Jacqueline Krause, Mary Kreiser, Tony & Karen Levin, Anna & Yale Levin, Lisa Lis, Dana &
Richard Loewenstein, Carol Lowen, Ken Lozen, Darrin & Danette Lynd, Marc Manson,
Delaine Marah, Carolyn Markesi, Michelle Mccabe, Robert McQuillan, Dan & Miriam
Medow, Lynn Medow, Paula Mezza, Julien & Emeshe Mininberg, Susan & Andy Moiseev,
Peter & Kimberley Molnar, Michelle & George Molnar, Susan Morse, Neal Mozen, Jerry
Pelton, Jeffrey Perlman, Robert Picard, Murry Pitt, Robert Pliskow, Stephanie Podolsky,
Leonard Portner, Larry Posen, Julie Primak, Cathy Pumfrey, Michael & Linda Ragins,
Patty Rose, Jeremy Rosenberg, Melvyn Rubenfire, Craig & Randy Rubin, Harvey Rubin,
Evan Samuels, Michael Sarver, Alicia Scheerhorn, Diane & Gary Schmidt, Margie &
Marty Schneider, Lee & Jody Schottenfels, Donna Schwartz, Chantelle Scott, John
Scott, Eric & Debbie Seidel, Lori Sherman, Sam Silverstein, Nira Slutsky, Missy & Rich
Small, Barry & Hilary Spolan, Dennis & Donnye Spradley, Michael Stockinger, Dennis
Sulisz, Ruth Tobias, John Tremberth, Barbara & Jim Van Eaton, Pauline & Tom Varley,
Cora Vollmar, Emily Walling, Jerry & Liz Walters, Julie Wartell, Maxine & Herb Weinberg,
Lora Weingarden, Helene White, Robin Wojta, David Wolfe, Beth Wolfe, Mary Wyns,
Karen Wyns, Nour Zahr, and Krysta Zoedak.

Individual Donors


